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MEDIA RELEASE 
PM Rudd urged to accept UN criticism of ‘racist’ NT 
Intervention 
 
Church leaders and other concerned Australians today called on the Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, 
to demonstrate his Government‟s support for the United Nations role in protecting human rights by 
accepting its criticism of the Northern Territory Intervention as „racist‟ and in need of significant 
reform.  
 
The criticisms were made by Prof. James Anaya, the UN Special Rapporteur on Indigenous 
Human Rights, who left Australia today after an eleven day tour which gave considerable focus to 
the Intervention in the Northern Territory and resulted in his declaring it racist. 
 
His time spent in the Northern Territory included visits to the Aboriginal communities of Alice 
Springs, Yuendumu, Darwin, Yirrkala, Ramangirr, Groote Eylandt and Bagot providing the 
Rapporteur with opportunities to sit with, and listen to the concerns of, local peoples and their 
elders. 
 
Several thousand concerned Australians, including many Aboriginal people from the NT, had 
signed letters asking Professor Anaya to: 
 

 encourage the Australian Government to respect and recognise the views of all Aboriginal 
people through new and genuine negotiation with Aboriginal elders 

 insist that human rights principles as outlined in the UN Convention against Racial 
Discrimination be applied 

 encourage the Government to re-instate the Racial Discrimination Act without 
discriminatory “special measures”. 

 
Last thursday Prof Anaya gave a statement to a press conference at the National Library in 
Canberra in which he stated that in his journey of listening and learning in Australia, he had 
observed “the need to develop new initiatives and reform existing ones - in consultation and in 
real partnership with indigenous people - to conform with international standards requiring 
genuine respect for cultural identity and self determination”. 
 
Professor Anaya advised that, in its current form, “the Emergency Response is incompatible with 
Australia‟s obligation‟s under the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial 
Discrimination and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, treaties to which 
Australia is a party, as well as incompatible with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
People.” He stated that the associated special measures,” overtly discriminated against Aboriginal 
peoples, infringe their right of self-determination and stigmatize already stigmatized communities.”  
 
The Australian Government has already indicated its intention to reinstate the Racial 
Discrimination Act in the NT and the process leading to reform of the Intervention is already 
underway. Will government take guidance from Prof. Anaya?  Our Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, 
has consistently declared his support for the United Nations. Now is the time to show that support 
and to ensure the world that Australia is prepared to take the necessary steps to safeguard the 

right of Aboriginal people to self-determination and cultural integrity by removing the 
discriminatory elements of the current arrangements. 
 
Anglican Bishop Greg Thompson of Darwin urges the Federal Government of Australia, “not to 
diminish the spirit of the Apology by subverting universal human rights of First Australians in the 
Northern Territory. Such a policy foundation based on coercion is a return to the repertoires of 



colonization. We need national bipartisan leadership that secures a healthy future for children 
without the destruction of Indigenous leadership. If „the end justifies the means‟ – what are the 
ends that have been justified in the last 26 months? ”.  
 
Catholic Bishop Eugene Hurley of the Diocese of Darwin happened to be spending a couple of days in the 
Yuendumu Community when Professor Anaya visited. He said, “I attended a community function with him. 
My observation was that he listened carefully to the people of the community and seems to have 
respected faithfully what he saw and heard. It seems to me that it is not helpful to "shoot the messenger". 
Indeed it would be wise to listen both to the message and the messenger." 
 
The visit from Professor James Anaya has given our government the opportunity to openly review 
its current policies and its international obligations to Aboriginal people. Signatories to the letters 
that were presented to Professor Anaya are calling on government to do just that.  
 
A spokesperson for the group said that, “.The world is watching. We rely on Prime Minister Rudd 
to ensure that we can feel proud that Australia is prepared to make the required changes to 
conform to global standards in the protection of the rights of Australian Aboriginal people”. 
 
 
Contacts: Anglican Bishop of the Northern Territory, Greg Thompson (08) 8941 7440 

 
Catholic Bishop of the Northern Territory, Eugene Hurley (08) 8942 6008 
 
Spokesperson for Concerned Australians, Michele Harris (03) 9415 7164  
        0414 296 861 
 
 

 

PROF. JAMES ANAYA'S STATEMENT  
 

http://www.un.org.au/files/files/Press%20Release%20-%20Australia%20JA%20final.pdf 
 
 
Amongst the, almost 4000, supporters of the letter to Professor James Anaya were: 
 
Catholic Bishop Hilton Deakin from Melbourne 
Catholic Bishop Chris Prowse form Sale, Victoria 
Catholic Bishop Pat Power from Canberra 
Catholic Bishop Kevin Manning from Parramatta, NSW 
Anglican Bishop of the NT, Greg Thompson 
Catholic Bishop  of the NT, Eugene Hurley 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander Ecumenical Commission 
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